Our interest in the material described by Dr Hourihane has been cytological rather than histological, in an attempt to elucidate some of the functional activities of cells in health and disease. We have been using a number of histochemical methods, supplemented by observations with the electron microscope through the kind collaboration of Dr F R Johnson of the London Hospital Medical College.
All the specimens were obtained with the Crosby capsule and usually divided into four fragments for different investigations. The gross specimen is photographed, and we endorse the remarks of Holmes et al. (1961) concerning the need to examine specimens macroscopically to determine the true nature of the mucosa. We consider it important never to carry out enzyme histochemistry on a single biopsy specimen alone; a control section from normal rat intestine is processed at the same time. 
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